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McGOWAN GOVERNMENT — FRONTLINE SERVICES 
Motion 

MRS A.K. HAYDEN (Darling Range) [4.00 pm]: I move — 
That this house condemns the WA Labor government for its failures after four years to manage important 
frontline services and for its failure to protect and support the vulnerable in our community.  

When I contemplated preparing for this motion today, I thought about this being the second last day on which the 
Assembly will sit during this term of government. It was only two years ago that I joined the lower house of this 
Parliament following the by-election for the seat of Darling Range. Given that this is our second last day, I thought 
it would be fitting to look back at the inaugural speech I made on 14 August 2018. As I think most members do, 
I looked at what I had promised my community to make sure that I am delivering what I said I would. 
What I found interesting as I read back over my speech was that nothing has changed. I raised issues and important 
matters in my inaugural speech as a result of the feedback I had received from the people of Darling Range when out 
doorknocking, when I talked to them during the by-election campaign and when I talked to them after the successful 
result of the by-election. I brought their issues and concerns to this place through my opening speech. I went back 
and had a look at that speech and at the message they sent so clearly on that day to this government. They were 
not happy with the increases the government had made to water, power and car registration charges. They were 
not happy about the changes made to frontline services such as the hardship utility grant scheme. They were not 
happy about the threat to shut down community resource centres. They were not happy about the threat that family 
neighbourhood centres would lose their funding. The rigmarole that the family neighbourhood centres went through 
in the first 12 months to two years of this government was horrendous. Volunteers and community groups across 
our family neighbourhood centres, who give so much to our community, were in limbo, as they did not know 
whether their funding would be renewed, reduced or cancelled completely. I still talk to my fantastic staff and 
volunteers at the Roleystone Family Neighbourhood Centre. Do members know what they still discuss? They still 
discuss the impact of the government’s changes and the impost it placed on them. 
Ms S.F. McGurk interjected. 
Mrs A.K. HAYDEN: They still discuss the impact it had on them. It is really sad that the first thing this government 
did was to put these guys into that stressful situation. 
Ms S.F. McGurk interjected. 
Mrs A.K. HAYDEN: I will not be taking interjections, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Minister, the member on her feet is not taking interjections. 
Ms S.F. McGurk: Because it’s not convenient for her. 
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Would you like me to call you, minister? Perhaps not. 
Mrs A.K. HAYDEN: As I said, I was reflecting on the speech I gave when I first came into this place. None of 
these things have changed after two years. One would have thought that this government would have stopped and 
listened to that result in 2018, when the people of Darling Range said that they could not afford this government 
and needed this government to get behind them and start supporting them. Sadly, as I looked back, none of this 
stuff has changed. 
There were also other issues. If members remember, there was the closure of Moora Residential College, funding 
was withdrawn from the Landsdale Farm School, and there were the infamous backflips on Perth Modern School 
and Schools of the Air. We were looking at all these things two years ago. This is on top of the fact that no works 
have been planned to deliver on the commitment and promise by the government to extend Tonkin Highway from 
Thomas Road through to South Western Highway, or on the roundabout at the intersection of Nicholson and 
Thomas Roads. Again, no action has been taken. As I flicked through my inaugural speech, I found that I am still 
making the same arguments two years later. I am asking the government to start delivering for the people of 
Darling Range. When I went out doorknocking in 2018, the number one issue was the increase in power bills, 
water bills and car registration fees. When I went out doorknocking only two weeks ago, I spoke to a couple of 
people at the door whose first issue was the increase in the cost of power, water and car registration. In four years, 
this government has done absolutely nothing to bring down the cost of living for our hardworking, struggling 
families across Western Australia. 
As part of my inaugural speech, I made a commitment to the people of Darling Range that I would be their voice 
and that I would not shy away from raising any of these issues in Parliament, asking difficult questions or standing 
up for what they want in their electorate and for what I promised I would deliver. I can proudly say that I have done 
that at every possible opportunity in this place. I know that it has not kept members on the other side friendly with 
me—every time I stand up, they love to yell and scream—but I have done it for the people of Darling Range. I have 
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stood up at every possible moment to advocate for the needs of the people of Darling Range. I will never stop or 
shy away from doing that. 
This morning, I tabled a petition on behalf of a community in Darling Range about the proposed Thomas Road 
Bridge Over Rail project. I would like to reflect on that if I may. This petition was started by some very concerned 
residents about a project that has been rushed through. The people of Darling Range have been asking for the 
Tonkin Highway extension, which was promised by the Premier and the minister back in 2017, but we have seen 
absolutely zero action on that project. Residents recently woke up to a mail drop in their letterbox that said that 
there will be a bridge over Thomas Road, over the rail, right outside their front door, which will take property 
off some landowners, and without any consultation. While there are projects that we are waiting to be delivered, 
we are seeing projects being rammed through without any environmental protection assessment, without any 
community consultation and with no proper planning process being undertaken. It has just been rammed through 
so that the government can put out a simple media release that says, “Hey! We’re starting something new in the 
seat of Darling Range!” All the government does is start another media release and make another announcement. 
I have to say, Deputy Speaker, that this one has backfired because it has upset a large number of people within the 
community. When a government comes along and says to people, without consulting them, that it wants to take 
their property off them or put an 11.3-metre wall in front of their home, it will get kickback. These people understand 
that this has to happen and there needs to be a solution to the problems of the rail crossing at Thomas Road; they 
are simply asking to be consulted, spoken to and given some warning. If I can pass on any advice to this government, 
it would be that it should bring people with it when it is doing projects of this size. Do not alienate people by dropping 
off a media release in their letterbox saying what is going to happen in their front yard. 
In one area, there are over 300 trees that are up to 60 years old. The trees are on the roadside and also on a private 
property. On the other side of Thomas Road is vacant cleared land that was set aside as road reserve. But that is not 
being used. Instead, the 300 trees that are up to 60 years old will be knocked down. Black cockatoos feed on the 
trees. Those trees will be knocked down without consideration of the environmental assessment process. I find it 
extremely surprising to have that from a Labor government. I know that if we were in government and doing this 
project, there would be pickets, signs and people tying themselves to those trees, yet this government sees no reason 
to consult, do the environmental process or follow proper planning process.  
I would like to congratulate the very brave men and women from Darling Downs and Byford, and the communities 
of the Marri Grove and Byford Primary Schools for joining together to get a petition together at very short notice 
and working in their time day and night and on the weekends to attract signatures and to try to ensure that their 
community was aware of it.  
We have also tabled a petition on the proposed realignment of the south west freight line. Again, while the people 
of Darling Range are waiting for the Tonkin Highway extension to come through, they are seeing the Shire of 
Serpentine–Jarrahdale and the state government realign the freight line without any consultation or consideration 
for home owners. An alignment has been in place since 2008. Last year, the shire saw fit to change that alignment 
and it will now go through homes that are only three years old. It will go through an equestrian precinct where people 
have bought properties, built their homes and invested in horse stables so that they can have their horses and enjoy 
the lifestyle. The Shire of Serpentine–Jarrahdale put forward the equestrian precinct. The same shire and the state 
government are picking up the freight line alignment that has been in place since 2008 and realigning it so that it 
will go straight through people’s homes. That is just not good enough. Again, the people of Darling Range are getting 
no consultation and no consideration from this government. It is ramming through the projects it wants and ignoring 
the ones that it promised. 
As I said, I have raised the Tonkin Highway extension a couple of times. When we talk about a lack of services 
being delivered by this government, road safety would be one of the most important services a government should 
deliver to its community. From media release after media release by the government and media releases by the 
federal government and commitments by the opposition, all of us in this place understand the need to further extend 
Tonkin Highway. Trucks will be taken off South Western Highway through Byford, Mundijong and Serpentine 
and put onto Tonkin Highway. It will remove heavy local traffic and make our local roads safe. We all know that 
so why is this government taking so long to act on it? The full funding is there. It is a $505 million project. The 
federal government has committed $404 million. That funding was committed by the federal member for Canning, 
Andrew Hastie. That funding is there and it has been matched by the Labor state government. The Premier and the 
Minister for Transport matched that funding in 2017, 2018 and 2019. The government promised, promised and 
promised to deliver this project. Sadly, we see in the budget that money keeps getting pushed out further and further. 
When we ask the minister where in the budget the funding is for the Tonkin Highway extension, but she will not 
answer. She says, “It’s there in the pool of funding.” That is the pool of funding for the Tonkin Highway corridor, 
which starts at Guildford Road and goes all the way through to Thomas Road. When the minister says, “the pool 
of funding”, it means that we have to wait for the Hale Road intersection upgrade, the Kelvin Road intersection 
upgrade and the Welshpool intersection upgrade before she will start to look at the Tonkin Highway extension 
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from Thomas Road to South Western Highway. When the Premier and the minister come out and say that they are 
delivering the Tonkin Highway extension, the people of Darling Range do not believe them. Until we see properties 
purchased along that alignment, bulldozers on site and dirt turned, we will know that this government has no 
priority to deliver the Tonkin Highway extension.  
The Thomas Road–Nicholson Road upgrade is, again, fully funded. There is $10 million from the federal government 
via the member for Canning, Andrew Hastie, and $10 million promised by the state government. It was promised 
in 2017. The RAC announced that it had major safety concerns. In 2017–18, the government said that it would do it. 
In 2019, the government said, “Absolutely; here is the money. We are delivering the Thomas Road–Nicholson Road 
upgrade.” However, in this year’s budget that just came out, we see that in 2019–20, for which $1 million was 
allocated for Thomas Road–Nicholson Road upgrade, only $490 000 was spent. Over $500 000 was not spent. That 
funding has now been pushed over to the next year. By last year’s budget papers, it was meant to be completed by 
2022–23. It has now been pushed out to 2023–24. Again, when the Premier and the minister come to Darling Range 
and wave a media release stating that the government is delivering the Thomas Road–Nicholson Road roundabout, 
they should tell the truth. They should tell people that the government is not planning on delivering it until 2024, 
because that is what is in the budget papers. The people of Darling Range are sick and tired of government services 
not being started or achieved.  
I will move on to another main issue raised with me when I was doorknocking in 2018 that continues to be raised 
with me—that is, the cost of living. The worst thing that this community has faced is this government’s change to 
the hardship utility grant scheme. It extended the waiting period to 180 days for people who are in need. It is 
180 days before a person in financial stress can access assistance. Before COVID-19, we know that calls to our 
HUGS service centres and National Debt Helpline were ringing phones off the hook. The number of people calling 
those services went through the roof before COVID-19. I would love to know what the numbers are like right now, 
with COVID-19 in place, because calls to my office have doubled. I know that the assistance work of our local 
community groups, church groups and salvation group is going through the roof. As I have mentioned in this place 
before, the Byford Baptist Church works with Foodbank to deliver food and household packages to families in 
need every week. Its numbers have tripled under COVID-19. People are going there for the very first time; people 
who are embarrassed to go there because they do not normally like to take a handout. It is completely disappointing 
that the hardship utility grant scheme was cut by giving less access and increasing the time for people to get access 
to the scheme and that this was not changed or altered under COVID-19. We had bill after bill in this place during 
COVID-19 to make sure that we were responding as quickly as possible to the community’s needs under the COVID 
crisis, yet HUGS was nowhere to be seen. There were no changes there, no assistance to the people in need. 
I remind the Premier that he promised the people of Darling Range that he would not turn his back on them, no matter 
the outcome of the by-election there. He promised that he would continue to deliver on the commitments he made 
at both the 2017 state election and the 2018 by-election. Sadly, as I mentioned when I started today, he did not 
deliver on any of them, and I am still waiting for one of those promises to be delivered. 
Education is a major service of a state government in any state. A cash splash of about $492 million went out to all 
schools across Western Australia on 3 August. The seat of Darling Range has 19 schools. Guess how many schools 
in Darling Range benefited from that $492 million splash? One. Out of 19 schools, one school received some money 
for a demountable. We have some old schools in Darling Range. The Marri Grove Primary School needs so much 
love. Its playground is concrete and the oval is like concrete. It needs a lot of attention. The Roleystone Community 
College does not have an undercover area or an indoor gym. If it is too hot to hold a school assembly outside, it cannot 
be held. If it is too wet, they cannot hold it. If it is raining when their Anzac service is scheduled, they cannot hold it. 
The parents must sit out in the sun, in the middle of summer, when attending the end-of-year assembly. We are in 2020: 
every school should have an undercover area. Every school should have an indoor gymnasium. Yet when I wrote to 
the Minister for Education and Training and asked about funding for the Roleystone Community College, the letter 
I received back said that it would be a priority. The minister had no money at the time, but the Roleystone Community 
College would be a priority. However, five days after receiving that letter, a $492 million splash in education was sent 
across the state and Roleystone did not see a cent. I can tell members now that the people of Darling Range are very 
upset. They know that they cannot trust a word that comes out of the mouth of members of this government. We had 
a minister say that the school would be made a priority and five days later it did not receive one cent of $492 million. 
It is the same deal with Clifton Hills Primary School. Its undercover area floods in winter. Its undercover area is 
a piece of Colorbond roof over the top with no sides. The school community cannot meet in winter because it is 
wet; it is like a pool. 
Ms S.F. McGurk: How did the school manage for the eight and a half years when you were in government? 
Mrs A.K. HAYDEN: Excuse me, minister? 
Ms S.F. McGurk: Did you say anything then? I don’t think so. I don’t think I heard you say anything about it. 
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Mrs A.K. HAYDEN: Does the minister know what her government did? On the night of the election in 
Darling Range a truck went through a building at the Clifton Hills Primary School. It smashed the whole building. 
Do members know what this government did? It said it would not build a new one; it would fix it. It has taken 
two and a half years for it to be completed. A truck goes through a school. It is demolished and the government 
does not tear it down and build a new one. No, it gets contractors out to build one half and contractors to build the 
other half. They do not talk and it is an absolute nightmare. It wasted so much time of that school’s principal and 
committee it was ridiculous. It is shameful what this government did to the Clifton Hills Primary School. The school 
also has an old fire system so it is not able to upgrade its undercover area because the department says it needs the 
new fire protection unit. Do members know what? The department will not give the school the money to upgrade its 
fire protection system, so now it cannot upgrade its undercover area. The minister says, “I will have a look at 
it.” Again, in the cash splash of $492 million, she could not find one cent for the Clifton Hills Primary School. 
I hear member after member talk about their wonderful new schools and then I have to apologise to the people of 
Darling Range on behalf of this government that they have been neglected. Then I get an interjection from a minister 
who has absolutely no idea. The government really needs to stop and listen and to understand the result of the people 
from Darling Range who are telling the government to listen to them and stop ignoring them and stop turning its back 
on them. I could go on for hours about our schools. All I say is that the schools of Darling Range have been let down 
by this Labor state government. I promise to keep advocating for them and they will always be a priority of mine. 
I will not touch on small business and tourism because, quite frankly, it just falls on deaf ears and I have done it 
many times in this place. Let us hope for the election that we get into government and we can fix up all the mistakes 
of the current minister. If we do not, let us hope there is a new minister at the helm because I can tell members right 
now that the performance and the lack of support for the small business and tourism sector has been missing badly 
from the current minister. I will not even waste any more oxygen on that. That would be a waste of time for this place. 
I move on to the budget surplus. There is a surplus in this budget of $1.2 billion, at a time when I have just listed 
all the money that has been given for Tonkin Highway and the Thomas Road–Nicholson Road roundabout—not 
done, not delivered. Unemployment is through the roof. The second issue after the cost of living for the people of 
Darling Range is jobs. This government went to the election with a jobs plan. It could not achieve it before COVID-19. 
Now it is going to use COVID-19 as an excuse. In question time today, the Treasurer was asked about unemployment. 
His words were that we should all be proud of our unemployment rate. We should be proud: we are leading the nation 
and our economy is bouncing back. Do members know what? The 97 000 people across Western Australia who 
do not have a job are not proud about that. The 140 000 people across Western Australia who are under-employed 
because there is not enough work out there for them are not proud about that. I do not think they like the comments 
coming from the Treasurer and this government that they are proud about their unemployment numbers. The 
government may say that the economy is turning. It may say that everything is rosy, but it should get out of the bubble 
and talk to the real people on the street who do not have a job, who cannot pay their bills, who cannot pay their 
water or car registration. This is the whole issue. 
Mr P. Papalia interjected. 
Mrs A.K. HAYDEN: The Minister for Small Business is pretending that he knows something, so let us remind 
him. People think that the $10 000 to support small business is a joke. The government keeps saying that no other 
state around the country is doing this, but he should do his homework or ask someone. I am sure someone in his 
office knows the answer. When the government says that no other state has offered any assistance to small business 
of up to a $10 000 grant, it could not be more wrong. Victoria offered $500 million to its small business sector 
and one-off grants of $10 000 to support affected businesses in the hardest hit sector, but apparently no state did 
that. The New South Wales government offered a $10 000 grant to provide fast relief to New South Wales’ small 
businesses battling COVID-19. It did that on 17 March and again on 3 April. The Northern Territory government 
gave a $15 million small business survival grant to help local businesses. It also gave $2 000 to businesses with 
one full-time employee or a sole trader. It gave $5 000 to businesses with two to five full-time employees. It gave 
$20 000 to businesses with six to 19 full-time employees and $50 000 to businesses with more than 20 FTEs. 
The Premier said it yesterday and the minister says it every time he stands to speak: no other state has done it. Minister, 
they have done it. They did it right at the beginning and they continue to support their small businesses because 
they know that without supporting them, they will not save jobs. We have 97 000 Western Australians without work 
because the minister will not get in and support the very people who are employing them. 
The Queensland government gave a $10 000 grant under its $100 million package. The South Australian government 
gave two grants, one on 11 March and one on 26 March—two rounds of $10 000 emergency cash grants to small 
businesses. The Tasmanian government gave a total of $20 million. It gave a $15 000 small business hardship grant, 
and a $2 500 emergency grant on top of that, to businesses under severe hardship. Therefore, when the Premier and 
the minister come in here saying that a $10 000 grant is a load of baloney, it will make the government bankrupt and 
that the Liberal Party is going to give $10 000 to every business—please! It is as though we would give it to every 
business. As every other state has done around this country, it would go to businesses that are struggling under 
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COVID-19, That is why our unemployment rate, in the minister’s words, is “doing dandy” but 97 000 people without 
jobs is not good enough. If I were the minister, I would never sit there and say that it is a number to be proud of. 
I will wind up because I note that we have a shorter time for private members’ business today. All this has happened 
when this government has received the biggest windfall of any state government. The government sits there with 
$3.8 billion for 2020–21 from the GST revenue thanks to the Liberal federal government putting in the GST floor. 
Were it not for the GST floor, we would have come up short, but the floor is there, so there is $3.8 billion in 
GST revenue just for the 2020–21 budget. 
Iron ore royalties earned $2.2 billion more than the government expected, so there was a $7.4 billion windfall from 
that. The government received $665 million from the Bell Group settlement, which was started under the Liberal 
government. The government has had a massive windfall in getting this $1.2 billion surplus. As it sits there with 
$1.2 billion and a $676 million cash windfall in its bank account, it could not see fit to fix Roleystone Community 
College or invest in Clifton Hills Primary School, Marri Grove Primary School, Mundijong Primary School, 
Jarrahdale Primary School or Serpentine Primary School. The government could not see fit to spend one cent in those 
schools. It could not see fit to reduce its mean $850 cost-of-living increases. It could not see fit to adjust the hardship 
utility grant scheme to help people in need. Instead, the government sits on its money, beating its chest, proud of 
what it is done. 
When I look at the two years since the Darling Range by-election, what has changed? Nothing has changed. 
The Premier promised the people of Darling Range that he would not ignore them, but, sadly, that is exactly what 
he has done. When the Labor Party lost the by-election, he turned his back and walked away from the people of 
Darling Range for good, and they will remember that. My commitment to the people of Darling Range is I will 
continue to be their voice, I will continue to raise their issues, I will continue to ask the tough questions and I will 
always put them first. 
MS L. METTAM (Vasse) [4.34 pm]: I rise to support the worthy motion moved by the member for Darling Range 
today. I do that as a follow-up to a very important grievance that I presented last Thursday in this place. The theme 
of that grievance was investment in the Vasse electorate. The grievance was to the Premier and I provided additional 
information to inform the Premier’s office that I would be highlighting the issues of mental health and tourism 
infrastructure in the Vasse electorate, and, more generally, the government’s COVID economic response. I was quite 
disappointed and concerned that not only was the Premier unable to respond to that grievance, but also the minister 
who responded to it gave no air or emphasis, or even a worthy response, to the very real issues of mental health that 
I raised and had forewarned the Premier’s office about. Quite obviously, these issues are very significant not only 
across Western Australia at this time, but also in the electorate that I represent. 
The purpose of the grievance that I presented was that after four years and four budgets, the McGowan Labor 
government has ignored the electorate of Vasse. The government has a blind spot when it comes to the interests of 
the people of that region and I argued that it was extraordinarily unfair. I referred to the Premier’s form in this space. 
When Premier Mark McGowan was the Minister for Peel and South West the last time the Labor Party was in 
government, he talked about selling off part of the public open space along the Busselton foreshore to pay for the 
Busselton jetty upgrade. In response to that comment I made at the time, the Minister for Transport stated — 

The member for Vasse talked down her electorate and claimed that the Premier tried to sell off—what? 
The coastline? I do not believe that. 

I refer to an ABC online news article dated September 2007, which states — 
The Minister for the South West Mark McGowan has rejected criticism that a deal to help repair the 
Busselton jetty is nothing more than a land grab. 
Under the deal, the Government will give $6 million for the jetty’s repair in return for permission to sell 
and develop some of the town’s foreshore land. 
Critics of the deal say the move is a government land grab, which will destroy the amenity of the area, but 
Mr McGowan says development can only improve the foreshore. 
“It’s State Government land that is currently dilapidated, under utilised and quite frankly, embarrassing 
for that community,” he said. 

Thankfully, at that time and with that outlook, the vision of the Minister for Peel and South West was never realised 
and we saw a change of government. But under a McGowan Labor government we see — 
Mr P. Papalia: Frontline services! Busselton foreshore! 
Ms L. METTAM: Under this — 
Mr P. Papalia interjected. 
Ms L. METTAM: Sorry? I am happy to respond to your interjection. 
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Mr P. Papalia: You’re not even within a cooee of the subject of the motion. 
Ms S.F. McGurk: It’s about frontline services. 
Ms L. METTAM: Sorry? 
Ms S.F. McGurk: The motion is about frontline services.  
Ms L. METTAM: It is about frontline services. 
Mr P. Papalia interjected. 
Ms L. METTAM: As I was saying, the concerns I raised in that grievance highlighted the fact that I was focused 
on mental health. I was very concerned that there was no response from the Minister for Transport representing the 
Premier on the real issues in my electorate. There are many concerns about the growing need for support of mental 
health issues in the region. Lamp and Pathways SouthWest are both saying that supported accommodation services 
and emergency department alternatives are amongst the biggest issues in mental health. 
These issues were exacerbated by one of the first decisions made by the McGowan Labor government after coming 
to office—a cruel cut of $89 000 to the mental health homelessness program that was delivered by Lamp. This meant 
that a full-time position was cut to 2.5 days per week, and the service could no longer support the neighbouring 
Warren–Blackwood region or even meet the demands of homeless people with a mental illness in the region. I spoke 
with Lorrae Loud from Lamp before my grievance last week, and she said that Lamp had reached crisis level. 
An example of this was seeing a person with a mental illness supported by Lamp living in transitional housing for 
two years. There is no permanent accommodation for up to two years. According to Lamp, there are no housing 
vacancies in Bunbury and the hostels have full waiting lists. 
There are real issues in juvenile mental health. A couple of weeks ago I raised these issues with the Minister for 
Mental Health, seeking support for a patient in the Busselton Health Campus emergency department who was seeking 
a mental health bed in either the south west region or Perth. He spent the whole weekend in the emergency department 
in Busselton. This is not a unique situation. I must say, the Minister for Mental Health’s office is always very helpful 
with these matters, but this is no way to resolve an urgent health need. 
I regularly contact and catch up with a number of psychologists in the region, and one of them is Dr Keith Mowat. 
I quote from a letter he sent on 18 November regarding gaps in acute mental health services in the south west. The 
letter states, in part — 

These gaps remain today where hospital emergency depts (such as Busselton ED) and psychiatric wards 
(such as Bunbury APU) are dangerously under resourced. This means that critically unwell patients 
(e.g. those who are suicidal or psychotic) are not being properly assessed or treated and/or are being 
discharged from services when they are at risk to themselves or others. This has resulted in life 
threatening situations and fatal outcomes in the SW. 

Those are quite concerning comments. 
I am not alone in calling for a greater level of focus on, and investment in, mental health services in Busselton 
and the south west. A Labor member for South West Region in the other place, Hon Adele Farina, has also raised 
these concerns and, in fact, criticised her own government on the south west recovery plan. She is quoted in 
The Busselton–Dunsborough Times as saying — 

“The South West region extends beyond the seats of Bunbury and Collie, and while some funding has 
been made available to the Warren–Blackwood towns of Bridgetown, Pemberton and Margaret River, 
the seat of Vasse has been overlooked,” … 
… 
“A lack of affordable housing is a significant problem for those who have lost their jobs, with many facing 
homelessness.” 

She points to the need for economic stimulus in Busselton, considering the 45 per cent of people who are on JobKeeper. 
One of the homelessness challenges in the City of Busselton is the need for an assessment of what is currently 
required. The community has certainly been calling for that. The feedback that I have had recently from the City of 
Busselton is that the Department of Communities had been working with the council during COVID-19 to assist with 
interviewing homeless people to gather data on the homelessness issue so that it could be properly dealt with. 
Unfortunately, two representatives from the Department of Communities have since resigned and the information 
has been lost. The City of Busselton is hopeful that that information can be recovered; this is something I raised 
with the director general of the Department of Communities today in another forum. There is certainly a recognised 
need for an assessment, across the City of Busselton, of the homelessness issue and the gaps in service provision 
so that the government can better respond to and focus on what is quite obviously a very important issue. 
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There is no doubt that youth crime intervention officers play a significant role in supporting youth in our region. 
They have the expertise to engage with youth and to connect with other agencies, such as the Department for Child 
Protection and Family Support. I have been pushing for quite some time for two of the four youth crime intervention 
officers based in Bunbury to be based in Busselton, to ensure a fair spread of this important resource in one of the 
fastest-growing regional areas in the state. It is also an area that has a higher than average number of people under 
the age of 21. The City of Busselton has invested in a youth building on our foreshore, which has attracted a lot of 
local youths. One of the youth officers at the City of Busselton said that since the centre opened, of the youth that 
attend there, 80 per cent are at risk. They are engaged in either drug or alcohol use, or have domestic violence in 
the home, are neglected, or are not attending school regularly. Many have mental health issues and are couch surfing. 
The officer said that it is rare to find a youth without one of these issues. Sadly, this reduction in and lack of resources 
and support will ultimately lead to a larger cohort of the future generation being disengaged, uneducated and 
unemployable, which we know will lead to more crime. 

I have raised and will continue to raise the importance of at least two of those youth crime intervention officers being 
permanently based in Busselton, where they could not only support that growing community, but also provide 
better support to the lower south west community. I must say, when I made some inquiries into the latest situation, 
I was quite concerned to understand that there is now only one youth crime intervention officer to cover the whole 
of the south west region. I would like some clarification on that. The feedback I have received is that we have now 
gone from four youth crime intervention officers to just one. The feedback is that this person is quite obviously 
significantly stretched. Their responsibility includes the larger centres of Bunbury, Collie, Busselton, Augusta and 
Manjimup. I have received feedback that this is a concern. I would like that clarified. At the very least, we would like 
to see resourcing for four youth crime intervention officers for the region and the dedication of two of those in the 
City of Busselton to support the other parts of the region and the lower south west region as well. 

[Member’s time extended.] 

Ms L. METTAM: Those are the real issues that I raised in my grievance last week. It was pretty disappointing 
that the government response was largely focused on the Bussell Highway upgrade. That is a fantastic project, but 
I had flagged the real concerns facing the electorate of Vasse specifically—the outstanding mental health concerns 
and the need for dedicated youth crime intervention officers to be based in Busselton. These are real concerns for not 
only the agencies, but also, quite obviously, the people in the region. I urge the government to address these concerns. 
I look forward to the McGowan government’s response on what level of support it can give going forward to 
address the real issues faced by these very vulnerable people in my electorate. 

Mr D.A. Templeman: Do you support the council’s proposal for the Busselton Entertainment, Arts and Culture 
Hub project for the performing arts cultural precinct? 

Ms L. METTAM: Over the four years of this government, there have been a number of priorities in the region. 
I would say that, from the community feedback I have received, sporting infrastructure is probably a more significant 
priority. The Minister for Sport and Recreation is here. The Busselton Basketball Association has 209 basketball 
teams and 1 600 players and is actually turning away prospective players because it has only four competition 
courts. That is a real priority. The Busselton Football Club at Sir Stewart Bovell Park Sporting Complex hosts over 
1 000 football players, but the women’s team cannot shower because there is no sewerage connection. They have 
a very limited changing room, and if they want to shower, they have to wait until the blokes leave, which is inadequate. 

Mr D.A. Templeman: You are aware that the community has been raising issues regarding the funding and the 
council’s proposal? 

Ms L. METTAM: It has, yes. 

Mr D.A. Templeman: I am just interested in the local member’s view on the priority of the project. 

Ms L. METTAM: I think the community’s view is that there are greater priorities. There is some support for the 
performing arts centre, but there is also some concern that it would be necessary to borrow additional funds to pay 
for it—unless the government wants to fund the whole lot and pay the operating costs! 

Mr D.A. Templeman: Well, the community has said that; I am just interested in you as the local member, because 
you seem opposed to that as a priority. The council is very strong on it, I understand. 

Ms L. METTAM: Yes. 

Mr D.A. Templeman: I am not sure what your view is that you put to the council as local member. 

Ms L. METTAM: Yes; I have been very up-front with the council about that and, overwhelmingly, I have received 
community feedback that that is its biggest concern. It does fit in with mental health. In situations in which there 
is a shortage of sporting space and real pinch points, that is most certainly a real priority. Overwhelmingly, I would 
say that the feedback I have received from the community is that there are other priorities in the electorate. 
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Mr M.P. Murray: There are short memories in this house. I remember when we came to government, one of the 
biggest criticisms I got from you was about me going out to the community and advocating for sporting facilities 
in my community before the last election. Now you’re doing exactly the same. 

Ms L. METTAM: Is the member talking about the swimming pool? 

Mr M.P. Murray: The swimming pool—everything! 

Ms L. METTAM: What happened with that Collie pool? 
MR P.A. KATSAMBANIS (Hillarys) [4.56 pm]: I rise to speak to support this motion. When I came to this 
place in 2017 as the member for Hillarys, I said I would proudly stand up and advocate for my electorate, which, 
unfortunately, had been neglected for a long time in the delivery of frontline services. 
Mr W.J. Johnston: By a Liberal government! 
Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS: It had been neglected by all governments for a long, long time. 
Several members interjected. 
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Members! 
Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS: We can look back at eight years of the Gallop and Carpenter governments and before 
that, as well. My electorate represents the quiet Western Australians who get on with their lives, do not complain a lot 
and do not whinge too much, but they do expect the delivery of basic government services, particularly frontline 
services. In my maiden speech, I highlighted that one of my electorate’s particular issues was a critical need to renew 
our school infrastructure and a lot of our road infrastructure. I pointed out that our school communities were great. 
Every school community I have ever visited is a wonderful community that is totally committed to great education 
outcomes for its students, and that is from the staff, teachers, ancillary staff, parents, friends and everyone else 
involved in the school. My community is no different, but people are working in what were and continue to be 
substandard buildings, and in some cases overcrowded buildings. This need did not magically appear in 2017 or 
in 2020; it had been there at the time. But do members know what the public of Western Australia hates? It hates 
when governments and oppositions say, “It’s your fault; his fault; her fault”—everyone else’s fault except for the 
people sitting in the chair at the time. 
Everything I have been saying about the schools in my community came home to roost a couple of months ago 
when, on the very same day that I was again raising the issue in this chamber of the seriously dangerous condition of 
Hillarys Primary School, a classroom ceiling collapsed and fell on three students, one of whom had to go to hospital. 
That is beyond just substandard. That is completely unacceptable. No matter who is in government and no matter 
who was in government, it is completely and utterly unacceptable in any First World nation or state. It should never 
happen, but it did happen, despite continual warnings. Do members know what? It was not the first time it happened 
at that school; it happened a few years earlier. This government’s response was, “We’ll patch it up.” Guess what 
it did? It sent people out there and they patched up the ceilings. That was great; the ceilings were patched up, but 
during the work, another ceiling collapsed. That happens sometimes. Thankfully, no students were in the class at the 
time. But the workers did not patch up the roof, so in the recent rains, these newly patched up ceilings now have 
roof leak stains on them. How long will it be before those ceilings return to the same awful condition they were in 
previously? I tell that story to prove that a ceiling can be patched up for a seriously long time.  
I know that there are schools in the electorates of every member that have been fixed up again, again and again, but 
there is a point in time when patching up no longer works. Hillarys Primary School in particular and Springfield Primary 
School in Kallaroo are two of those schools that are in critical disrepair. In some parts, they are, sadly, dangerous. 
Students, teachers and school staff are forced to work in these sorts of conditions, which are completely and utterly 
unacceptable. When the government comes out with a multimillion dollar program—more than $500 million 
I believe—for school renewal, to rebuild schools and do significant upgrades to schools, we would expect these 
two schools to be right up there on the list, but, again, they missed out, as they did under the previous government, 
the government before that and the government before that. They are 50-year-old schools well past their use-by date. 
Hillarys Primary School, which was originally called Lymburner Primary School, was built as a temporary school. 
How temporary is 50 years? The public do not expect a Liberal or Labor government to fix it; they expect the 
government of the time to stand up and be counted and deliver basic services to their community, but the government 
could not find any money for that. That is well and good, but when the critical need appeared and the ceilings 
collapsed, it was a couple of weeks before the government delivered a $1.2 billion surplus. No-one in my community 
was saying that all the other schools should be denied the building works they needed and deserved. I have a bit 
of experience in this area. I am sure the buildings approved for either complete renewal or significant renovation 
and remodelling are all in need of that work. I have absolutely no doubt about that, but given the government is sitting 
on a $1.2 billion nest egg, perhaps these other schools also need to be looked at. It is not good enough to say, 
“We’ll patch it up and hope the media cycle goes away”, which is what this government, unfortunately, does with 
too many things. 
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Ms S.F. McGurk interjected. 
Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS: The government needs to deliver basic services. To put it in language the government 
understands, I think having a classroom with a ceiling that is not at risk of collapsing on children is a basic human 
right. It is a basic human right. 
Ms S.F. McGurk: Don’t get hysterical. 
Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS: It is and it should not happen. 
Ms S.F. McGurk: My point is — 
Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS: I do not care what your point is; I am speaking. The two of you are great at derailing 
speakers. I am speaking. I will not take your inane interjections on such a serious subject. 
Several members interjected. 
Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS: The people of Hillarys will remember this. The parents of children at Springfield Primary 
School and Hillarys Primary School will remember this. 
Ms S.F. McGurk: Remember what? 
Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS: They will remember that the ministers in this government ridiculed the member for 
Hillarys who raised a serious subject in this place. That is what they will remember, and they will remember it for 
a long, long time. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Enough now! It is difficult for Hansard to take down when you are all yelling at the 
same time. You might want to sit down, member for Hillarys, as I am on my feet. That is good. Enough now; move 
on to what you were saying. Thank you. 
Mr M.P. Murray interjected. 
Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS: I rest my case. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Hillarys, I am on my feet. Minister, you waited until I sat down and then 
you spoke. Minister for Sport and Recreation, I call you for the first time. Members on my right, you should not 
have spoken either. 
Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS: The public ought to have a basic expectation that classrooms and buildings in schools 
are in a condition that is fit for students and teachers to go into. I will keep fighting and campaigning. I really do 
not care who will be in government at whatever time. I think I have proven that over a long time. I will advocate 
for what is right irrespective of which party is in power. I will advocate for my community and the basic services 
it needs and deserves. 
Another emerging issue in my community is high schooling. Around half the number of people in my electorate live 
in the Duncraig Senior High School zone, in the neighbouring electorate of the member for Carine. Children living 
in the suburbs of Padbury and Hillarys are in the Duncraig Senior High School zone. That high school is groaning 
at the seams. It is actually a victim of its own success with its wonderful academic achievements, wonderful pastoral 
care programs, a great gifted and talented education program, and specialist sporting, musical and other programs. 
It has become a school of choice. People are buying in the area so they can send their kids to that school. For sale 
signs at homes for sale in Hillarys and Padbury, as I am sure there are in Duncraig and other suburbs, have the words 
“In the Duncraig Senior High School zone” on them. It is a school that parents want to send their children to. But, 
again, it is one of those really old schools that has two problems. It is no longer fit for purpose; the buildings are 
old. They are not built in a way that can best deliver modern twenty-first century learning, and there are not enough 
of them. There is a cavalcade of demountables and more coming, eating into the open space of the school. If the 
department keeps putting demountables at the school, there will be no open space for the children to recreate in. It is 
in absolutely urgent need of assistance—another one of the schools that missed out. I know all governments—I have 
been there too—will say, “Not every school can gain funding at the same time.” But why do these schools in our 
communities always miss out? Why is it the quiet people, the people who do not whinge or moan and who are not 
loud and do not march on the streets? They go to work and provide for their families. They aim for a better life. They 
are very aspirational people. They are not complainers or whingers. They just have an expectation that they should 
be treated fairly and I do not think they are. 
It is the same in my area with road safety and congestion. I have spoken about this for the almost four years I have 
been here as the member for Hillarys. Infrastructure Australia tells us that over the next decade one of the top 10 most 
congested road corridors in Australia will be the Marmion Avenue–West Coast Highway corridor, which runs through 
the northern suburbs of Perth between Mitchell Freeway and the beach. Some of it will be due to natural growth, 
some due to the continual growth further north into Butler, Alkimos, Yanchep and Two Rocks, and some of it due 
to the natural process of densification in the middle suburbs of Perth. There are more and more cars and more and 
more trucks on the road. These roads are getting more dangerous and I have been highlighting some of those roads 
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since I have been here. I have highlighted one particular intersection that everyone in my community raises with 
me, whether they live in that area and use that road or they just see it as they drive past—that is, the intersection of 
Mcwhae Road and Marmion Avenue, which is just north of the Marmion Avenue and Hepburn Avenue intersection. 
It is a very busy area, where three lanes merge into two lanes, and cars try to turn left and right. All it needs is a bit 
of a left-hand slip lane, a bit of an articulation of the island in the centre of Marmion Avenue, and a better pedestrian 
access. It would not be an expensive project, but it would be a really important project to improve road safety for 
drivers, pedestrians and cyclists, including the many children who use that intersection to get to Duncraig Senior 
High School from Hillarys and Padbury. I have been crying out for funding and this government has absolutely 
ignored that intersection. I eventually got the federal government on the case. When the chair of the federal black 
spot committee was Senator Dean Smith, I had him out there and showed it to him. He agreed it needed fixing and 
the federal government has provided the City of Joondalup with funding to fix that intersection. 
The intersection of Cambria Street and Marmion Avenue in Kallaroo is very similar. Again, the federal government 
had to stand up and provide that funding because the state government was missing in action. I am glad we have 
that funding and work is about to start. Another example is Forrest Road on the other side of Marmion Avenue. It 
is a major road that leads into Padbury. Forrest Road is busy. It has a childcare centre on one corner. On the other 
corner is a busy sporting ground and recreational facility that is used almost every day of the week. It is used by the 
local senior and junior football clubs and cricket clubs. The Fleur Freame Pavilion, which is attached to the sporting 
ground, is used by many community groups, including the Joondalup Bridge Club and many other clubs that meet 
on a regular basis. Further down Forrest Road is another widely used park—Forrest Park—and a little shopping centre 
as well. It is a very busy intersection that, again, needs a left-hand slip lane, and articulation on both the side and 
middle of the road to direct cars turning left and right to prevent collisions and dangerous incidents from occurring 
and to improve road safety. The City of Joondalup has applied for black spot funding. It has not received any 
advice about whether it will be successful, but that is another area that needs to be fixed, as does the intersection 
of Walter Padbury Boulevard and Hepburn Avenue, which is the only real entry into the Hepburn Heights estate. 
It is a very busy road, with difficult sightlines. Cars turning right block cars turning left. Cars on Hepburn Avenue 
come around the bend at a great rate of knots. That is just the left-hand turns, let alone the right-hand turns. A popular 
independent fuel station that is very busy, particularly on Tuesdays and Wednesdays, adds to the congestion and 
difficulty for drivers coming in and out. It just needs a little articulation. It needs Main Roads Western Australia 
to listen to the submissions from the City of Joondalup and work with it to fix that intersection. I will continue to 
advocate for this. 
There is also the freeway extension. A few years ago, under the previous government, the freeway between 
Hepburn Avenue and Hodges Drive was widened from two lanes to three lanes. That work was done with the expectation 
that soon after it was done, the southbound freeway would also be widened to three lanes. Most of those lanes exist. 
All the work has been done, so all the government needs to do is, effectively, lay the bitumen. I have been campaigning 
for that since I became the candidate for Hillarys. It was funded in the previous government’s last state budget—
that is, the 2016 state budget—to commence work in the 2017–18 year. 
[Member’s time extended.] 
Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS: When this government came to power, it removed the funding. Eventually, it reinstated 
the funding and committed to doing the work, which is great and what the community wants. We have been asking 
when the work will start. With much fanfare, in a media release on 23 June, the Minister for Transport indicated 
that the contract for this very important Hodges Drive to Hepburn Avenue third lane extension to the southbound 
lanes on the Mitchell Freeway would be awarded in October 2020, and work was scheduled to commence towards 
the end of 2020. That is all well and good. People thought, “Great! By the end of 2020 we’ll see some work on 
this much-needed extra lane.” I think every Western Australian knows that it is much needed because when they 
talk about congestion on the radio in the morning, there is never a morning on which Mitchell Freeway around 
Whitfords Avenue or between Whitfords Avenue and Ocean Reef Drive, or however it is described, is not included 
in the list of highly congested roads at peak time. It is not congested only at peak times; members could go there 
on a Saturday or Sunday afternoon and see that it is congested. Anyone who lives in or visits the northern suburbs 
would know that. 
During estimates committee hearings a couple of weeks ago, the member for Vasse, in her shadow ministerial 
capacity, asked the Minister for Transport when that work was to commence. Remember that in June the contract 
was meant to be awarded in October 2020. The minister indicated that the contract would now be awarded in 
January 2021. Under questioning, the minister prevaricated about when the work would commence, let alone finish. 
In the answer from the Minister for Transport to a question on notice that I received yesterday, we are now told that 
work is to commence on what has now been rebadged the smart freeway in the second half of 2021. I do not criticise 
that naming. I think there is a lot of value in what the government is calling a smart freeway—the managed freeway 
proposal—but the time frames keep getting pushed out. Frankly, that road should have been built and finished 
in 2017–18, as was originally scheduled. The people in my community expect the government to deliver this. 
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This government has now promised it. I just hope that these time frames do not get pushed out any further than 
they already have been, because they have been pushed back for way too long. Meanwhile, the congestion grows 
and grows. My community is telling me that it has had enough of this. 
There are other issues. In her contribution, the member for Darling Range talked about the imbroglio that neighbourhood 
and family centres had at the commencement of this government’s term. I will give the Minister for Community 
Services; Child Protection—the member for Fremantle—her dues, because she listened. The local family centre 
in my electorate, the Whitford Family Centre, which has served our community for so long and so well was under 
threat of closure because of the application of some illogical centralised rules that wanted every neighbourhood 
centre to fit a particular cookie-cutter model, not understanding that neighbourhood centres and family centres are 
there to respond to the needs of their communities. This is not some idealised view of what a family centre should 
do that is set in a “Silver City” somewhere in an office block in the centre of town. These centres respond to the 
needs of their communities, which is what the Whitford Family Centre has done for around 40 years and continues 
to do. The minister listened. I thanked her for that at the time and I continue to say, “Good on you for listening!” 
However, that funding will come to an end in the middle of next year. In my family centre and right across the sector, 
there is already consternation. Will they be forced to jump through hoops again? The Whitford Family Centre, in 
particular, has gone from strength to strength and has continued to grow. I was at the open day two weeks ago when 
we also opened the Hillarys Community Garden. It was amazing to see families who have been connected to the 
centre from the time that their children were very young coming back to do other activities at the centre and to assist 
and help. New families are coming into the area, particularly people who are moving from other places. They are 
finding a home there. They are finding care and finding a community that is willing to accept them, look after them 
and give them the assistance that they need and deserve. As I said, I give a lot of credit to the minister for listening 
and reversing those centralised decisions made by people who perhaps did not understand that neighbourhood 
centres should respond to the needs of their communities, their neighbourhoods, and not some stylised, idealised 
cookie-cutter view coming from “Silver City”. I hope this time next year the process for providing ongoing funding 
to these centres, including my centre, the Whitford Family Centre, is not elongated, is not difficult and in many 
ways it is made simple and easy for these centres to continue to do the wonderful work that they have been doing 
in our community. 
They are just some of the needs of my community. I know other members want to speak. I have not even managed 
to get on to the issues in my portfolio of how policing and frontline service policing have been let down by this 
government over four years. I know I need to let other members speak. All I will say is that I will continue to 
passionately advocate for the needs of my community in the electorate of Hillarys. I will do that whether I am in 
government or opposition. I will do that whether ministers of any political persuasion like it or not, because I am 
elected by the people of Hillarys to stand up for them, to advocate not for some sort of extra-special treatment, but 
for the delivery of basic frontline services and infrastructure that every Western Australia needs and deserves. I will 
continue to do that for as long as I get the opportunity to do so. 
MR A. KRSTICEVIC (Carine) [5.21 pm]: I want to contribute to the debate on this motion, if I can, in the last 
eight or nine minutes left in this last sitting opportunity for parliamentary business. I want to start by talking about 
the vulnerable component of this motion. I cannot really start a speech without mentioning COVID-19. We know 
that the first case of COVID-19 in Australia was confirmed in Victoria on 25 January 2020, and the first confirmed 
death from COVID-19 was on 1 March—a 78-year-old man who died in Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital here in 
Western Australia. I turn to the history of how we started dealing with COVID-19, bearing in mind that it first 
came to Australian shores on 25 January 2020. I turn to an article written by Peter Law on 12 March titled 
“Virus an election wildcard”. In the article he says — 

It took The West Australian to reveal that people were being tested for coronavirus in the carpark of the 
Premier’s local hospital and how a lack of masks had caused confusion in GP clinics. 
It now seems ridiculous that the Government was saying on March 3 that the opening of COVID clinics and 
a public information campaign were still “weeks away”. Thankfully that all changed with some pressure 
from this newspaper, AMA WA president Andrew Miller and the Opposition. 

On 18 March, Peter Law and Lanai Scarr wrote an article entitled “Time to close our borders”. It said — 
Mark McGowan is calling for Australia’s borders to be closed to holidaymakers as he warned shutting 
WA off from the Eastern States to slow the COVID-19 spread would have “severe implications”. 
… 
Mr McGowan said shutting the State to the rest of the country would impact the supply of medicines, 
fresh food and products, including Kleenex tissues and toilet paper … 

He was very reluctant at that point in time to do so. On 20 March, Peter de Kruijff and Lanai Scarr wrote an article 
entitled “Welcome to Fortress Australia”. It said — 
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Premier Mark McGowan has pleaded with West Australians to “not descend into bedlam” as he doubled 
down on his insistence WA’s borders must stay open to the rest of Australia. 
His comments came as Prime Minister Scott Morrison announced national borders would be locked down 
to foreigners from 6pm today and Tasmania sealed itself off from the mainland. 

At the time, doctors insisted that borders should be sealed, but Mark McGowan said he wanted a national approach 
to interstate travel and he did not want to close Western Australian borders. He was fighting hard not to close the 
borders back in early March 2020. On 24 March, South Australia and other states started to close their borders. 
Tasmania closed its borders. Mark McGowan decided it was time for Western Australia to close its borders when 
every other state and territory in Australia started closing their borders. But at that point he was very strongly resisting 
that from happening. Nathan Hondros wrote a beautiful article summing it all up on 3 August 2020. When this godlike 
figure, Mark McGowan, tries to take credit for things and mislead the people of Western Australia, the least he 
can do is try to be honest with them. What did Nathan Hondros say on 3 August 2020? He said — 

It seems like a lifetime ago, but in March when WA Opposition Leader Liza Harvey first proposed closing 
WA’s borders, the idea was rubbished by Premier Mark McGowan and his ministers. 
“We need to avoid propositions that are ill thought out and create panic,” Mr McGowan said. 
“If we close the borders to the east, what will happen to the markets for some of our products? 
“What will happen to our supply chains for important goods that we need?” 

Several members interjected. 
Point of Order 

Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: Usually debate is heard in silence, and I ask that you bring the government members — 
Several members interjected. 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: Points of order are usually heard in silence. 
Several members interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER (Ms J.M. Freeman): Points of orders are heard in silence, so let us hear the leader of 
opposition business have his point of order in silence. What is your point of order? 
Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: My point of order is that we wish to hear from the member for Carine in silence, please. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: That is not a point of order, but please, the member for Carine does have the floor and 
Hansard needs to be able to hear what the member for Carine is saying, so I am sure he would appreciate if there 
were no interjections. 

Debate Resumed 
Mr A. KRSTICEVIC: At the time, Mark McGowan said — 

“If we close the borders to the east, what will happen to the markets for some of our products? 
“What will happen to our supply chains for important goods that we need?” 

What did the Treasurer, Ben Wyatt, say at the time? The article states — 
Treasurer Ben Wyatt was even more strident and called the opposition hypocritical for pushing the idea. 
He suggested an open border—our ability to ship our goods, to trade, to keep our products moving through 
our ports—was “the one thing we have to protect in this state” from the economic misery ahead. 
But WA health minister and Deputy Premier Roger Cook, who is perhaps Labor’s most cautious and 
reasoned minister, — 

Several members interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Members, Leader of the House, member for Carine! The member has asked to be heard 
in silence. There was a point of order to do that. 
Mr A. KRSTICEVIC: The article continues — 

But WA health minister and Deputy Premier Roger Cook, who is perhaps Labor’s most cautious and 
reasoned minister, had bigger problems on his mind than just the economic cost of a border closure. 

According to the Deputy Premier — 
“Well, there’s a little thing called the constitution and it’s really up to the national response in terms of 
how we can appropriately manage the public health risk in Western Australia,” he said. 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Wednesday, 18 November 2020] 

 p8048b-8060a 
Mrs Alyssa Hayden; Ms Libby Mettam; Mr Peter Katsambanis; Mr Tony Krsticevic 

 [13] 

The Deputy Premier was focused on the Constitution. That issue has been resolved now. Also, he went on to say — 
… we can’t turn around — 

Mr D.A. Templeman interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! Minister, I have only just got in the chair, but I call you to order for the first time. It 
might quieten you down. 
Mr A. KRSTICEVIC: The Deputy Premier said — 

… we can’t turn around and say one Australian cannot meet and visit another Australian.” 
Of course, we know what the Premier said about that when we talked about — 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 
Mr A. KRSTICEVIC: — bringing Western Australians back home from overseas. 
Ms S. Winton interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Wanneroo, I do not want to hear you again. 
Mr A. KRSTICEVIC: The Premier said, “We are not going to turn Western Australia into a dumping ground.” 
Western Australians coming home to Australia from overseas were referred to as rubbish by this Premier, 
Mark McGowan. 

Point of Order 
Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: I ask the member to address the motion before the house. I will read it out. It says — 

That this house condemns the Western Australian Labor government for its failures after four years to 
manage important frontline services and for its failure to protect and support the vulnerable in our community. 

I do not know how the member’s current contribution relates to the motion before the house. 
Mr A. Krsticevic interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Excuse me, I am ruling on that. You will get back to the topic you are talking about, please, not 
that one. 

Debate Resumed 
Mr A. KRSTICEVIC: Of course, Mr Speaker. We are talking about protecting Western Australians and doing the 
right thing by them. It is about being honest with Western Australians. 
Mr D.A. Templeman: You don’t like it. You hate the fact this government’s kept the place safe. 
Mr A. KRSTICEVIC: I want it to be safe. The member should not worry about that. 
Mr D.A. Templeman interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Excuse me, little person there. 
Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup: Point of order! 
The SPEAKER: Point of order, yes. You have had your say, Leader of the House; let him have his. 
Mr D.A. Templeman interjected. 
The SPEAKER: I call you to order for the third time, Leader of the House. 
Mr A. KRSTICEVIC: Then of course, the Premier changed his mind and said, “The reason we’re closing our border 
is an economic argument.” On 2 October, it became an economic argument. He did not want Western Australians 
to come back to Australia. Then it was the economy. Then our state was full to tourists; we could not accept anybody 
else, according to the Minister for Tourism. It is an absolute joke! The story keeps changing every single time this 
Premier speaks. 
Mr M.P. Murray interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Oh, you’re still here, Minister for Sport and Recreation. I call you to order for the first time. 
An opposition member: Second. 
The SPEAKER: The second time—you were naughty while I was away! 
Mr A. KRSTICEVIC: It is about protecting vulnerable people. It is about being honest with the people of 
Western Australia. 
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Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! Under standing order 61, this business, thank goodness, is adjourned to a later day’s 
sitting. After all that rubbish, we now have a valedictory for my good friend the member for South Perth.  
Debate adjourned, pursuant to standing orders. 
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